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Reflection 

Dear Friends, 
 Families all have their stories. Some are funny, some are 
painful; some we tell easily and frequently, some we never tell 
because they are too painful.   
 There’s a story at the close of Genesis that captures all of 
these elements. It only makes sense when it is told and             
understood in relation to the whole cycle of stories involving    
Joseph in Genesis 37-50.  The story of Joseph and his brothers 
comes to a head at the close here. The brothers are afraid now 
that Jacob, their father is dead, that Joseph will take the            
opportunity to execute his revenge. So they make up a story 
about how their father wanted Joseph to have mercy on them and 
they share it with him as if it is almost his father’s dying wish. 
They recognize that Joseph is in a position of great power in 
Egypt. They know he could, without question, have them          
arrested, enslaved, or executed. The brothers’ fear is not 
unreasonable. 
 It seems they are having trouble reading Joseph’s reaction 
to their story because then they add that they are “the servants of 
the God of your father” (v. 17). Then they add that they are     
present as Joseph’s slaves (v. 18). It seems they are doing        
everything they can to avoid retribution. Think for a moment 
about your own experiences of trying to lessen the response of 
someone you’ve wronged; maybe that will be a clue to             
understand the perspective in this story.   
 The practice of forgiveness requires serious engagement 
between victim and perpetrator. It requires the telling of the     
story, coming to terms with the wrong/sin, making decisions to 
restore or release a relationship, and finding a path towards 
peace, inward and outward.   
 Forgiveness is hard work. Where in your life do you need 
to work hard? 
 

Peace be with you, 
Dale 



 Join us for Worship 

In Person Worship 
We are meeting at the church 
for worship at 10:40 a.m. on 

Sunday mornings! We are     
using pre-packaged              

communion. We hope to see 
you Sunday! 

 
 

At Home Worship on  
Facebook/Vimeo 

 
 

 
Find us on Facebook at First       

Christian Church—Disciples of 

Christ of Emporia, KS. to join 

us for worship at 10:40 a.m. on 

Sundays. Leave a comment on 

our worship service to let us 

know you are with us! Find us 

on Vimeo at First    Christian 

Church– Emporia. 

Upcoming Serving Schedule 
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During the month of  April, the food 
pantry helped 137 families with 
food, plus various other items,  
including  5 doz. eggs.  
Our pantry continues to be a lifeline 
for those in our community. 
 During this time, we have implemented a no    
contact method for providing food to the          
community and have reduced our food pantry 
hours to Mondays from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

April 23rd, 2023 
Elder~ Judy Moore 
Worship Leader~ Janet Lostutter 
 
April 30th, 2023 
Elder~ Cameron Moore 
Worship Leader~ Nancy LeClear 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING RECORD 
 

April 9th, 2023 ~ SS 20/56 AH & IP Worship 
April 16th, 2023 ~ SS 10/42 AH & IP Worship  

 

GIVING RECORD 
 

April 9th, 2023 ~  Offering $2,551.00 
April 16th, 2023 ~  Offering $1,160/ Spec. Offering $150.00 

Attendance and Giving Record 
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Stewardship Moment. . .  

DWF 

 

   We are in need of more people to be on our church prayer chain to 
pray for others.  Please volunteer by calling Jeanice Miller at 343-
9592 or Luella Hush at 342-2493.  It is easy and something everyone 
can do, so please con- 
                     sider giving your time and talents for the Prayer Chain.   
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  Lectionary Schedule 
April 23rd, 2023— 
May 14th, 2023 
 
April 23rd, 2023 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
 
April 30th, 2023 
Acts 2:42-47 
1 Peter 2:19-25 
John 10:1-10 
Psalm 23 
 
May 7th, 2023 
Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 
 
May 14th, 2023 
Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 
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20 Jim Siebert 
22 Kohlby Ketchum 
24 Kara Horton 
24 Betty Richardson 
25 Andy Kuhn 
 

V O L U M E  7 2   N O .  9  

F I R S T  C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  N E W S  ( D I S C I P L E S  O F  C H R I S T )    E M P O R I A ,  K S  



202 East 12th Avenue 

620-342-1582 Church Office 

Web Page: www.fccemporia.org 

Email Office: fccoffices@yahoo.com 

“The mission of First Christian Church is to inspire 

each other to reach out to the un-churched and to 

serve and share with our community by proclaiming 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

First Christian Church 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
                May 1st, 2023 & May 15th,  2023 

 

April 19th—May 2nd, 2023 

Office Hours 

Monday- 8:00-12:00                             Tuesday– 8:00-12:00 
Wednesday– 8:00-12:00                      Thursday– 8:00-12:00 
                                          Friday- 8:00-12:00 

INSTALLATION INVITATION 
 

You are cordially invited to the installation of Rev. Tom Stanley 
as our 

Co-Regional Minister and President. Tom and Sandy make their 
home in Topeka and are members at First Christian Church of 

Topeka.   
 

The installation will take place at the First Christian Church, McPherson on 
April 29, 2023, at 2 pm.  

 

A live stream of the service will be available through the regional website, 
www.kansasdisciples.org, for those unable to attend in-person.  

 

There will be a number of special guests and our preacher for the worship ser-
vice  will be the Rev. Dr. Terri Hord-Owens, General Minister and President of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
 

A reception will follow the worship service. 

http://www.kansasdisciples.org

